
Team 6 Mid-Term 1 Newsletter 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 

Our year is well under way with our attention now turning to camp. Many thanks to those of you who 

came to the meet the teacher evening. It is valuable on both sides to ensure that we are working together 

to achieve the best outcome for your children.  

Team 6 

This year our team consists of 3 rooms, under the guidance of the following enthusiastic teachers, who 

are enjoying working with your children. 

 Room 8 Year 6  Mrs Lynne Cutfield             Team Leader 

 Room 15 Year 6  Mrs Karen Halkyard 

 Room 14 Year 6  Ms Tracey Poulter 

We are contactable at the following email addresses:  lynnecutfield@glamorgan.school.nz 

karenhalkyard@glamorgan.school.nz         traceypoulter@glamorgan.school.nz 

Our focus in Topic Study is developing an understanding of the Key Competencies and how they help to 

mold us as learners and future citizens. This means your children are learning to . . . 

 take greater responsibility for their own learning 

 know where they are in their learning 

 know how to reach their learning goals 

In order to best prepare your children for intermediate school, our expectations of your children include: 

 being organised - for their own learning / activities / belongings / responsibilities (including 

organising coverage of their duties if they are unable to attend) 

 managing their time well in order to maximize their learning opportunities - by listening, being 

focused, working within given time frames 

 being able to talk about their own learning 

 becoming more self managing - thinking for themselves, taking personal responsibility 

 being able to work cooperatively within a range of situations and with a variety of other students 

 being able to think, problem solve, demonstrating initiative by attempting to sort out their own 

dilemmas  

How Can You Help At Home? 

By parents, teachers and students working together sharing the same talk. For example asking questions 

such as: 

 What have you been learning about in . . . ? 

 What are you doing well at?  How do you know? 

 What are you finding difficult? 

 What do we (teacher, parent, child) need to work on to help you get better? 



Below are some of the specifics of our programme that we are currently working on. 

Literacy: 

The Literacy programme in all classes in the first four weeks is based around a shared book called Shiloh. 

This will be followed by each room’s guided reading programmes at the children’s individual levels.  

To assist your children with their reading skills a reading log will form part of their homework, where they 

are expected to read for at least 15 minutes on a nightly basis to help with their fluency and 

understanding. This could be in book form or on the Reading Eggs programme. 

In Writing the emphasis will be on the writing of a range of text types focusing on the skills of  being 

aware of the audience they are writing for, developing good ideas and thoughtful content, structuring 

their work correctly using paragraphs, and using a wider range of vocabulary. 

Maths: 

The emphasis in Maths in Term 1 will be on the revision and learning of number knowledge especially in 

the domains of addition and subtraction. The Strand aspect will incorporate parts of Measurement. 

Listening to, playing games with and testing your child’s basic fact knowledge will assist them greatly with 

the classroom programme. In order to meet the National Standard in Maths in Year 6, students are 

required to have a fast and accurate recall of all times tables. To this end, basic fact learning will form part 

of their weekly home learning. 

Home Learning: 

Our homework programme consists of the following components. On average this learning should take 

approximately 30 - 40 minutes per night.  

 a basic fact sheet which they should be able to complete in 5 minutes with an accuracy rate of 

48/50. This learning is tested on a Friday in order to ascertain whether a child has moved up a level. 

 a nightly reading ,making sure that your child is reading a wide range of reading material for at least 

15 minutes. This can include the Reading Eggs programme. 

 Word Study - workbook 2 days of this programme are completed at school, after introducing the 

key points and giving students an opportunity to ask questions, and then the second 2 days are 

completed at home with the book to be returned to school on Friday. 

 Mathletics - a minimum of 1000 points a week gained at home as well as those points accumulated 

at school. 

 for some students essential spelling lists words have been sent home to learn. They will be retested 

on these later on this term. 

Waterwise 

Unfortunately Waterwise has had a mixed start to the season with some cancelled sessions. Our 

programme is controlled by the weather. On Tuesday, although it was fine and sunny the wind exceeded  

the limit in which we are allowed to take students out.  This is frustrating as it takes a long time to inform 

as many people as possible that we are cancelling. Let’s hope the remaining sessions are fine, sunny and 

with just the right amount of wind. Many thanks to those of you who have offered to help as it is much 

appreciated. As we move more into autumn please ensure that your child has warm clothing with them 



Swimming 

The students started off the year with a swimming intensive programme, which saw many of our students 

make good progress with their swimming stamina, and perfecting stroke and breathing techniques. There 

are still a few outstanding payments, payable to Swimbus. The only day at present that your children 

need their togs is on a Tuesday. Even if we don’t go down to Waterwise we try to ensure that they still get 

in a swimming session.  

Camp 

The students and teachers are really looking forward to our school camp on Wednesday 15 March. Below 

is a list of some reminders and information for parents and caregivers.  

 There has been a slight change to the camp programme. As the Rotorua Museum was affected by 

the earthquake in Kaikoura parts of it have been closed to school groups. Therefore we have 

replaced this with a trip to Agrodome, to show our city children a little of what Rotorua has to offer 

as a tourist destination.  

 Students have already made their individual choices as to which activities they wish to participate in 

on the Thursday at camp. These included mountain biking, indoor rock climbing, high ropes, 

orienteering, Wild West rifle shooting, flying fox, team building and archery. They will get to 

complete 4 out of the above activities. Wednesday night is a team building night held in the 

gymnasium. 

 Our philosophy is that each child challenges themselves within their personal limits (both physical 

and psychological). 

 Thursday night we hold  the much anticipated camp concert which students have already begun 

practising for. On Friday morning all students will have the opportunity to complete the confidence 

course and participate in a Top Team event with a range of interesting cooperative outdoor 

activities. 

 A gear list has already come home. If you need another copy please ask your child to get one off 

their teacher. 

 Old clothing is required for the various activities over the 3 days. (Day 1 we will change into these 

after reaching camp). 

 It is easier for children to manage if their belongings are able to be packed in one suitcase. 

 Most children need to bring a container of home baking (in an ice cream container). This food is to 

be put out for morning and afternoon tea and supper. This food is to share. If your child has specific 

food allergies please send their baking in a named container so that it can be set aside for them  

only. A group of children have been asked to supply fruit such as apples, a watermelon or pineapple 

instead. 

 On Wednesday morning we need children at school at 6.00 am at the latest to allow us to load the 

buses and leave promptly at 6.15 / 6.20 am, to ensure we can get through town before rush hour 

traffic and make our Agrodome show on time. We do not wait for children who are late. 

 



 Please ensure any medication your child needs is clearly labelled with the child’s name and any 

instructions for administering if necessary. Put in a sealed plastic bag and hand to Mrs Hamner in 

the hall on Wednesday morning. 

 All travel sickness and asthma medication must be brought from home. Travel sickness pills for the 

return journey need to be labelled and handed in to Mrs Hamner on Wednesday morning. If your 

child requires an asthma inhaler please ensure that it is not out of date, and that there is sufficient 

medicine left in the container for the 3 days we will be away. Asthma inhalers are to remain in your 

child’s back pack at all times. 

 We will be taking Panadol and Paracetemol to camp in tablet form. If your child is unable to swallow 

tablets, could you please provide Pamol or equivalent in liquid form for them. 

 In case of an emergency the children will be staying at Tui Ridge Park, Oturoa Rd, Rotorua.  

 Phone:   07 332 3510     or      0800 884 743  

 On Wednesday morning, children will need to come to school with a named lunch box filled with an 

extra large morning tea and lunch in their day pack. This is their food until dinner time on 

Wednesday night. They will also need a named drink bottle (full) for the first day. This bottle will be 

refilled and used on subsequent days at camp. Please pack a decent raincoat in the day pack (child’s 

school bag). 

 When you and your child arrive at school on Wednesday morning, could you please help load their 

suitcase on to one of the two buses. Their backpacks remain with them. 

 On Friday we are due back at school between 5.00 and 5.30 pm. However, this arrival time is  
 dependent on the Auckland traffic. Ring the school office (473 6453 and press 2) to find out our 
 updated arrival time. 

 As teacher in charge Lynne Cutfield’s mobile number is 021 144 6489. 

 If you have any queries regarding camp or information that would be helpful for the teachers to 

know about your child while they are on camp please email these to: 

lynnecutfield@glamorgan.school.nz 

 

Just a final note about how we plan on ending this term. We will be studying various aspects of ANZAC 

Day and as part of this study we will be spending a couple of days completing tasks and research in 

trenches that we construct within the confines of the classroom. 

We are looking forward to working with your children this year. 

Regards 

Lynne Cutfield  Karen Halkyard  Tracey Poulter 

 

 

 

 


