
 Rangatiratanga (Team 6 Meet the Teacher notes) 

 The following are notes from the Meet the Teacher night on Thursday 8 February. 

Many thanks to those parents who attended. 

 As you will have read in the school newsletter our teams are being renamed. 

Rangatiratanga means leadership which is what we expect our senior students 

to step up and develop the skills of doing. In terms 2 and 3 it will involve groups 

of children taking lunchtime sessions teaching skills to our younger children. 

These could include art, computer or sport skills.  

 Rangatiratanga includes the following classes - Room 15 Year 5/6 Mrs Halkyard 

 Room 10 Year 6 Miss Treweek Room 9 Year 6 Mrs Spanhake Room 8 Year 6 

 Mrs Cutfield 

 In order to best prepare your children for intermediate school or year 6 2019, our 

expectations of your children include: 

 being organised - for their own learning / activities / belongings / responsibilities 

(including organising coverage of their duties if they are unable to attend) 

 managing their time well in order to maximize their learning opportunities - by 

listening, being focused, working within given time frames 

 being able to talk about their own learning 

 becoming more self managing - thinking for themselves, taking personal 

responsibility 

 being able to work cooperatively within a range of situations and with a variety 

of other students 

 Being able to problem solve, demonstrating initiative by attempting to sort out 

their own dilemmas  

 

How Can You Help At Home? 

By parents, teachers and students working together sharing the same talk. For 

example asking questions such as: 

 What have you been learning about in . . . ? 

 What are you doing well at? 

 How do you know? 

 What are you finding difficult? 

 What do we (teacher, parent, child) need to work on to help you get better? 

 

 Please note part of this taking of responsibility is for students to ensure that all 

notes are delivered to parents and brought back when required. At present it is 

taking a lot of trees for us to duplicate lost notices. 



 Expectations for behaviour and attitude for this team come under the headings 

of the Key Competencies as identified in the NZ Curriculum - Relating to Others,  

Managing self, Participating and contributing, Thinking, Using language, 

symbols, and texts and Managing self.  

          Relating to Others -  interacting effectively with a diverse range of people in a 

 variety of contexts. They need to listen actively,  recognise different points of 

 view, negotiate and share ideas. 

 Participating and Contributing -  being involved in things that are going on, 

 being a good group member, contributing, including and creating opportunities 

 for others.  These attributes help to make us feel connected.  

 Managing Self - being self motivated, having a can-do attitude and 

 understanding yourself as a learner. A child who has this attribute will be  more 

 persistent and resilient. 

 Thinking - developing the sort of thinking skills that children need in the world 

 today, using creative and critical ways of thinking to make sense of 

 information, experiences and ideas.  

 These key competencies form the backbone of our teaching throughout the 

year. 

 Testing: The initial part of this term has a testing component which includes basic 

facts, essential spelling word lists 1 - 7, PAT (Progress and Achievement 

standardised tests in listening, reading comprehension, reading vocabulary and 

maths) GLoSS (individual testing of a child’s strategy level in maths) and STAR (a 

reading test). This testing allows us to measure where the gaps and strengths our 

in your child’s knowledge and how best to move them forward. 

 Basic Facts: Basic fact knowledge, including the recall of times tables is vital in 

order to allow a child to progress smoothly in maths. If students know these 

accurately  and quickly it allows them to focus on the acquisition of and 

consolidation of new strategies to use when solving problems. Good times tables 

knowledge is also vital in order to understand fractions. 

 Waterwise: You should already have received a separate booklet at the end of 

2017 which explains what this is and how it operates. If you haven't got one 

please ask your classroom teacher. Parent help is needed for either supervising a 

group of up to 15 students on the grass area or putting on a life jacket and 

coming to act as an extra pair of eyes in the patrol boat. This begins next 

Tuesday 13 February and continues for the following 6 weeks. We are still in need 

of parent helpers please. 

 Camp: Our trip to Rotorua is less than 2 weeks away. You should have received 

a gear list at the end of last year. If it has been misplaced please get your child 

to  

 



  Swimming: During our recent testing it was noticed that there is a significant 

group of our students who would benefit from specialised swimming tuition. It is 

important that Year 6 students have a good level of swimming expertise and 

confidence so that they can apply these skills to Waterwise. 

 

 Homework: Homework is the same across all four classes. It consists of  

 a.  Maths: basic fact learning to fill the gaps in your child’s knowledge as 

 determined by the testing we have done. 

 b. Reading: 20 minutes per night. 

 c. Word Study: 2 x days of Word Study homework book. First 2 days of any  week 

 will be done in school time. 

 Concerns: If you have any concerns regarding your child please contact your 

child’s teacher as the first port of call. Please be assured that if we feel it is 

warranted we will contact you promptly with any concerns. Our email addresses 

are as follows -  

 lynnecutfield@glamorgan.school.nz 

 karenhalkyard@glamorgan.school.nz 

 lynleyspanhake@glamorgan.school.nz 

 hannahtreweek@glamorgan.school.nz 


