
Home School Partnership Literacy 

Helping Your Child Learn to 
Read



Introduction
“The single most important activity 
for building the knowledge required 
for eventual success is reading aloud 

to children.”

From “Becoming a Nation of Readers: The 
Report of the Commission on Reading” 1985



My mission: To present a year’s 
worth of study in 10 minutes!

• 4th Grade Slump?

• Motivation and engagement theory.

• Research basis: What books motivate children 
to read?

• What makes a ‘great’ book? – Experts vs. 
children.

• Research findings. 



4th Grade Slump? 
• Plateau during the middle primary years
• Comprehension not decoding
• Vocabulary and comprehension linked
• Reading = vocabulary, comprehension, 

thinking & reasoning, spelling, and general 
knowledge

• Frequent readers achieve more success:
- Higher reading levels 
- Higher results on standardised tests



• Extra 10 minutes a day makes a difference



What children choose to read 
independently outside of school is a great 

factor in developing comprehension.

Self-choice = 
motivation to read = 

engagement =

time spent reading =

vocabulary=

PROGRESS!



Motivation and Engagement Theory.

Motivation = reasons or desires

Extrinsic (outside) and intrinsic (inside).
• Extrinsic = good grades, rewards, recognition.
• Intrinsic = personal interest/choice, enjoyment. 

Engagement = interaction, thinking, 
reasoning.



Intrinsic motivation is ideal
Higher level of engagement = greater 
cognitive and literacy development. 

Research basis: 
• What books appeal to children?
• What motivates them to choose a 

certain book?
• How do they become/stay engaged?



Implied messages Socially relevant themes

Clear & direct plot Quick pace Humour

Familiar setting Characters similar age to reader

Conflict/tension Illustrations which suit the story

The ‘experts’ say…

Lifelike/believable characters Action/adventure

Universality to N.Z Expresses feelings

Youngest/smallest character is victorious

Believable setting Logical sequence



Implied messages Socially relevant themes

Clear & direct plot Quick pace

Familiar setting Characters similar age to reader

Illustrations which suit the story

The children said…

Lifelike/believable characters

Universality to N.Z Expresses feelings

Believable setting Logical sequence

Humour

Conflict/tension 

Action/adventure

Youngest/smallest character is victorious



Learning to read



Where do we start?
Which way do we go?

Learning words and letters
What is one to one matching?



What clues can we use?

Pictures

Letters

Context/meaning



What if we get stuck?

Look inside the word

Reread and try again

Read on and see what’s next

Ask for help



What can help at home?

Learning rocket words
Repeated reading

Shared reading – reading to, with 
and by



What can parents do?
Let them make mistakes. Wait. 

Ask- does that sound right?
Ask-does that make sense?

Encourage them to try again.
Be positive and encouraging.

If they become frustrated, tell them 
the word. Reading at home is practice, 

not learning.
Be readers.





Middle School 
Reading Strategies



 























What are the expectations for students at 
the senior end of the school?

3 parts to Reading

- Learning the code 

- Making meaning 

- Thinking critically about texts

Shifts between 
the levels



What do texts look like at this level? 



S y n t h  s i  i n g e s
What is Synthesising? 
Putting pieces together to see them in a new way”  
An active process – challenging – highest and most complex of all 
strategies

Reflection 

Re-organising/Evaluating/Analysing

Desired Outcomes for students:
Transference across the curriculum – often in 
relation to a task

The task might be:
• -creative – oral – written- graphic- a model 

– dramatic – learning game – technological 
design – scientific



My story
This is not the life anyone chooses to have
It is what you are made to do
My friends killed beside me, my team captured 
and killed
But worst of all; not a speck of grass in sight, 
just puddles of mud. 
Life on the battle field is worse than anything 
that could happen. You are constantly dodging 
bullets, grenades and snipers. If worse comes 
to worse I could be shot.
Does anyone understand what war is like? 
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So…….How can you help at home?

Stumbling Blocks to Comprehension- what to look for
• Insufficient Prior Knowledge
• Thinking that reading is about working out words
• Not understanding the concepts in the text- only 

reading at surface level – key words pickers
• Difficult vocabulary
• Layout of the text is unfamiliar
• Sentence structures are unfamiliar
• Poor attitude to reading
• Limited experience of books and reading

• Read to your child – know what your child is currently reading
• Look at the local paper – what’s current?
• Follow up something of interest online – further questions you might want to 

know about a topic or idea
• Play word games – do crosswords - seek out words – meanings in different 

contexts – presentation evenings (plays/reporters)
• Talk about books – discuss ideas brought up in the books
• Make a reading time
• Encourage discussion and  to express an opinion
• Get a subscription for a magazine……

http://www.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=http://fc06.deviantart.net/fs71/f/2010/056/1/9/A_family_reading_together_by_scarletcord.jpg&imgrefurl=http://scarletcord.deviantart.com/art/A-Bear-family-reading-together-155357716&h=622&w=900&tbnid=FhImttoDcBCbtM:&zoom=1&q=family reading&docid=O74mku5suSRLZM&hl=en&ei=8HTqU9yyBJPh8AWeoIGwCg&tbm=isch&ved=0CCsQMygPMA8&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1328&page=2&start=15&ndsp=21


Book Choices



21st Century Fluencies



What do these four 
things have in common?









How do we make school relevant to 
21st Century Learning?

1. Acknowledge the new digital 
landscape.

2.  Provide guidance as well as access.
3.  Change minds.
4.  Teach the whole learning.
5.  Emphasise relevancy and 
connections





21st Century Fluencies – Literacies – Skills
These Fluencies are synonymous with the “Habits 
of Mind” which have long been considered by 
many to be the “Habits for Life.” 
• Persisting
• Thinking and communicating with clarity and 

precision
• Managing impulsivity
• Gathering data through all senses
• Listening with understanding and empathy
• Creating, imagining, innovating
• Thinking flexibly
• Responding with wonderment and awe



• Thinking about thinking (metacognition)
• Taking responsible risks
• Striving for accuracy
• Finding humour
• Questioning and posing problems
• Thinking interdependently
• Applying past knowledge to new situations
• Remaining open to continuous learning

These habits are embedded in the 21st

Century Fluencies so what are the 21st

Century Fluencies?





Solution Fluency is the 
ability to think creatively 
to solve problems in real 
time by clearly defining 
the problem, designing an 
appropriate solution, 
delivering the solution and 
then evaluating the 
process and the outcome. 
This is about whole-brain 
thinking—creativity and 
problem solving applied 
on-demand.

http://globaldigitalcitizen.com/21st-century-fluencies/solution-fluency/


Creativity Fluency is 
the process by which 
artistic proficiency 
adds meaning through 
design, art, and 
storytelling. It is 
about using innovative 
design to add value to 
the function of a 
product through its 
form.

http://globaldigitalcitizen.com/21st-century-fluencies/creativity-fluency/


Information Fluency is 
the ability to 
unconsciously and 
intuitively interpret 
information in all forms 
and formats in order to 
extract the essential 
knowledge, 
authenticate it, and 
perceive its meaning 
and significance.

http://globaldigitalcitizen.com/21st-century-fluencies/information-fluency/


There are two components 
of Media Fluency. Firstly, 
the ability to look 
analytically at any 
communication to 
interpret the real 
message, and evaluate the 
efficacy of the chosen 
medium. Secondly, to 
create original 
communications by aligning 
the message and audience 
through the most 
appropriate and effective 
medium. 

http://globaldigitalcitizen.com/21st-century-fluencies/media-fluency/


Collaboration Fluency is 
team working 
proficiency that has 
reached the 
unconscious ability to 
work cooperatively 
with virtual and real 
partners in an online 
environment to solve 
problems and create 
original products.

http://globaldigitalcitizen.com/21st-century-fluencies/collaboration-fluency/


All the 21st Century 
Fluencies are learned 
within the context of 
the Global Digital 
Citizen, using the 
guiding principles of 
leadership, ethics, 
altruistic service, 
environmental 
stewardship, global 
citizenship, digital 
citizenship, and 
personal responsibility. 

http://globaldigitalcitizen.com/21st-century-fluencies/global-digital-citizenship/


Could you have ever imagined this?



“The fire of literacy is created by the emotional sparks between a child, a 
book, and the person reading. It isn’t achieved by the book alone, nor by 
the child alone, nor by the adult who’s reading aloud—it’s the 
relationship winding between all three, bringing them together in easy 
harmony.”

15 minutes is 1 per cent of the day “….and if you’re not prepared to 
spend 1% of your time reading to your child you shouldn’t be having 
children- get a goldfish”
― Mem Fox, Reading Magic: Why Reading Aloud to Our Children Will 
Change Their Lives Forever

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/2131.Mem_Fox
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/307394
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-q1r_Se9ngPA/T0RsEAoxUkI/AAAAAAAABPo/mA0FCtXKPmE/s1600/Read2Kids.jpg

