
ASK A LIBRARIAN

Creating Readers: Services to Schools
For more links, resources, ideas and blogs visit the 

National Library’s Services to Schools website

http://schools.natlib.govt.nz/                                        

HELP YOUR CHILD
BECOME A READER

BE A
READING
SUPERHERO

For more information about encouraging 
your  child to become a reader, talk to a school 
or public librarian, or your child’s teacher.

BE A READING SUPERHERO

YOU are the most important person to help 
your child. You are the person they look up 
to and they love most of all.

There is a lot you can do to be a reading role 
model by what you do and say and show 
around books and reading:

•	Tell your child what you read and why it’s 
important to you. Have other people in your 
whānau show how they read too. For boys it’s 
especially important to have male reading role 
models and to see their Dad reading.

•	Make time for reading and be interested in 
your child’s reading and books.

•	Take them to the public library or school 
library.



READING
MATTERS!

Reading aloud to your children is the most 
important thing you can do to help them 
become great readers and listeners. Most of 
all they will love you for doing it and will 
remember the times you read to them all 
their lives!  

Reading is a basic life skill, essential for 
academic success and job opportunities, as 
well as giving us vocabulary, stories, ideas, 
information, imagination… 

READ ALOUD 
TIPS AND TRICKSTALKING HELPS

Talking helps children become readers too

You can help by:

•	Sharing books together – sit and look at the 
pictures, talk about what you see and what it 
makes you wonder.

•	Telling your children your family’s own stories 
and encouraging them to tell them to you too...

WE LEARN TO READ BY READING

Time and practice, little and often, 
and keep it FUN!

Children read more when they have:

•	A wide variety of books, comics and 
magazines around them that they can enjoy.

•	A place to read.

•	Time to read, build it into your routine, 
before school, after school, at bedtime, in 
the car…

Ask your school library for books for your 
child, and get LOTS from your  public 
library too!

READING ALOUD

All you need to do is:

•	Read aloud with your children every day – 
15 minutes a day – it could be in three lots of 
five minutes. Reading the same books over 
(and over!) again is OK too.


