
Rangatiratanga
As you will have read in the school newsletter our teams are being renamed. 

Rangatiratanga includes the following classes –

Room 15 Year 5/6 Mrs Halkyard   

Room 10 Year 6  Miss Treweek

Room 9 Year 6 Mrs Spanhake

Room 8 Year 6 Mrs Cutfield

Rangatiratanga means leadership which is what we 

expect our senior students to step up and develop the 

skills of doing. 

In terms 2 and 3 it will involve groups of children taking 

lunchtime sessions teaching skills to our younger 

children. These could include art, computer or sport skills. 



 In order to best prepare your children for intermediate school, our 
expectations of your children include:

 being organised - for their own learning / activities / belongings / 

responsibilities (including organising coverage of their duties if they 
are unable to attend)

 managing their time well in order to maximize their learning 

opportunities - by listening, being focused, working within given time 
frames

 being able to talk about their own learning

 becoming more self managing - thinking for themselves, taking 
personal responsibility

 being able to work cooperatively within a range of situations and 
with a variety of other students

 Being able to problem solve, demonstrating initiative by attempting 
to sort out their own dilemmas 



How Can You Help At Home?

By parents, teachers and students working 

together sharing the same talk. For example asking 

questions such as:

 What have you been learning about in . . . ?

 What are you doing well at?

 How do you know?

 What are you finding difficult?

 What do we (teacher, parent, child) need to work 

on to help you get better?



 Expectations for behaviour and attitude for this team come under the headings of the Key 
Competencies as identified in the NZ Curriculum - Relating to Others,  Managing self, 
Participating and contributing, Thinking, Using language, symbols, and texts and Managing self. 

 Relating to Others - interacting effectively with a diverse range of people in a 
variety of contexts. They need to listen actively, recognise different points of
view, negotiate and share ideas.

 Participating and Contributing - being involved in things that are going on, 
being a good group member, contributing, including and creating 
opportunities for others. These attributes help to make us feel connected. 

 Managing Self - being self motivated, having a can-do attitude and 
understanding yourself as a learner. A child who has this attribute will be  more 
persistent and resilient.

 Thinking - developing the sort of thinking skills that children need in the world 
today, using creative and critical ways of thinking to make sense of 
information, experiences and ideas. 

 These key competencies form the backbone of our teaching throughout the year.



 Testing: 

 The initial part of this term has a testing component which 

includes basic facts, essential spelling word lists 1 - 7, PAT (Progress 

and Achievement standardised tests in listening, reading 

comprehension, reading vocabulary and maths) GLoSS

(individual testing of a child’s strategy level in maths) and STAR (a 

reading test).

 This testing allows us to measure where the gaps and strengths 

our in your child’s knowledge and how best to move them 

forward.

 PAT testing will be the week after camp. 

 Those children who have gaps in their essential spelling word 

knowledge will bring home sheets of the unknown words to learn.



Basic Facts:.

 Basic fact knowledge, including the recall of times tables is 

vital in order to allow a child to progress smoothly in maths. If 

students know these accurately and quickly it allows them to 

focus on the acquisition and consolidation of new strategies to 

use when solving problems. 

 Good times tables knowledge is also vital in order to 

understand fractions.

 Basic fact sheets that go home should be learnt and tested 

regularly during the week. It is a timed test and should be able 

to be completed within the 5 minute allocated time.

 Some students will be given these sheets to learn the times 

tables and some will be given them to improve their speed.



Waterwise: 

 You should already have received a separate booklet at the end of 
2017 which explains what this is and how it operates. If you haven't got 

one please ask your classroom teacher. 

 Parent help is needed for either supervising a group of up to 15 

students on the grass area or putting on a life jacket and coming to 

act as an extra pair of eyes in the patrol boat. 

 This begins next Tuesday 13 February and continues for the following 6 

weeks.

 We are still in need of parent helpers please.

 If you have not paid the Waterwise fee as part of the stationery at the 

beginning of the year, you have some leeway to get this paid in the 

next few weeks. However, the bus money of $3 per week does need 

to pay. If you paid the full amount then there is no money owing.



 Camp: 

 Our trip to Rotorua is less than 2 weeks away. You should have 

received a gear list at the end of last year. If it has been 

misplaced please get your child to ask their teacher for a new 

one.

 Next week a final notice will come home giving further 

information. What you do need to plan for is to be at the 

school hall by 6.00am at the latest, as the buses will be driving 

up Glamorgan Drive at 6.15am whether your child is on it or not.

 Your child needs a raincoat. One can be bought at the $2 

opposite New World in the Albany Mall.    

 If you have not paid could you please do so before Friday 16 

February. No pay, no go.   



Swimming: 

During our recent testing it was noticed that there is a significant group of our 

students who would benefit from specialised swimming tuition. Rangatiratanga is 

due to start their series of 8 lessons on 5 March running through to 16 March. 

Lessons run Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday for 2 weeks.

 If you wish to book lessons with Skillz4Life please visit their website which will give 

details on how to pay.

 Please do not put money into the school account for swimming lessons, all 

payments go directly to Skillz4Life.

 The cost for 8 lessons is $50.



 Classroom programmes: 

 Literacy and Numeracy components of the class programmes are held in the morning 

blocks.

 In Reading for the start of the term we are beginning work on a shared story entitled The 

Silent One.

 Before camp our afternoons are spent doing camp preparation. This entails completing 

team building activities, which the year 5 students are also involved in. They are also 

practising for their camp concert item. Discussion of strategies to help them cope with 

unknown situations or their fears forms a vital part of camp preparation.

 In maths the focus is on consolidating basic fact knowledge, so that the recall is both fast 

and accurate. The development of addition and subtraction strategies and the associated 

number knowledge with this, is a main area of study.

 In the latter part of the term we will be learning about ANZAC Day, culminating with 3 days 

in the trenches, giving them an insight into the stressful life our soldiers led.

 Writing will see students talking about quick writes. These are pieces of writing written and 

worked on in timed blocks from 2 to 15 minutes. 

 Word study will reinforce knowledge of nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs. The 

homework book is word study based.



Homework: 

 Homework is the same across all four classes. It consists of -

 Maths: basic fact learning to fill the gaps in your child’s knowledge as determined by 

the testing we have done.

 Reading: a minimum of 20 minutes per night, preferably 7 days a week.

 Word Study: 2 x days of the Word Study homework book. The first 2 days of any week’s 

work will be done in school time, allowing for us to pre-teach the skills and for them to ask 

any questions to clarify their understanding.

 Mathletics – a minimum of 1000 points per week. Reading Eggs can take place of 

reading a book

Extras you could do to help support at home:

 Read to your child.

 Talk to them about their day.

 Involve them in real life situations which involve maths - calculating whether it is cheaper 

to buy 2 small cans/packets or one large one, getting the correct change back when 

shopping, using correct measurements when cooking or baking.

 Talk to them about current events, what is going on in the world around them – eg

environmental issues



 Other Interesting Facts

 4 oral language tasks during year. Term 1 book talk for 2 minutes, 

culminating in the learning of a poem in term 4.

 In week 3 of term 2 we have science week where students have a 
chance to demonstrate an experiment, or present information about a 

scientific phenomena or scientist. This presentation will be their oral 

language presentation for this term.



Concerns: 

 If you have any concerns regarding your child please contact your child’s 

teacher as the first port of call. Please be assured that if we feel it is warranted 

we will contact you promptly with any concerns. 

 Our email addresses are as follows –

 lynnecutfield@glamorgan.school.nz

 karenhalkyard@glamorgan.school.nz

 lynleyspanhake@glamorgan.school.nz

 hannahtreweek@glamorgan.school.nz
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